Billbergia ‘Catherine Wilson’  Mother of Millions? by Butcher Feb 2010.

I was prompted to write this because of what Ross printed in the last issue which goes to show that some of the old hybrids are still being grown, even if misquoted and in other cases with missing labels. Some pass the tests of time and one wonders which of the new kids on the block will survive. As soon as you grow from seed you are a potential hybridist and because you have brought a new ‘child’ into this world you should be prepared for the responsibilities it entails. If it is worth growing it is worth a name!

First let us look at what Padilla had to say in 1973

'Catherine Wilson'  by Wilson < 1966 (B. amoena var. viridis x B. iridifolia). A small plant, up to 1½ feet in height, with a graceful contour. The  leaves are soft green. heavily splashed with cream and suffused with rose. The inflorescence is blue and green with rose bracts.

This description is a bit misleading because the petals are totally green and it is the sepals that are tipped blue! But is does have what I call a typical Billbergia amoena inflorescence

The 1998 Register indicates there is doubt about the identity of the pollen parent, but don’t let that worry us! Before this Register was published I was working with Don Beadle regarding the listings I had done over the years of hybrids made in Australia

Billbergia Catherine Wilson and in 1997 I had the following
Notes from Checklist of Australian Bromeliads Hybrids and Cultivars 1997
Problem 1. This is a US hybrid but there are two forms in Australia. One as per Padillas Bromeliads, page 125 and the other with narrower leaves that do not curl as much at the top and called the Queensland form. Flowers are similar
Problem 2. Plant on front of Qld Soc Journal, Mar/Apl 1997 not Catherine Wilson but Catherine Wilson s child which will be christened soon  ( Regrettably we cannot trace such an event! Butcher Feb 2010)

Now to the comment about the Queensland form which I think is typified by this photo by Ross. But then it could also be caused by growing conditions. Only where these two forms are grown together would we have a chance of solving this puzzle

In the 1970’s both Grace Goode and Olwen Ferris were hybridising with ‘Catherine Wilson’ 

I now give a list of what was noted in that period. How many are being grown to this day? Have a Check?

‘Big Event’ (‘Catherine Wilson’ x horrida var. tigrina) GG 1970’s

‘Clyde Wasley’ (Catherine Wilson’ x Bobtail’) GG 1970’s

‘Delight’ (‘Catherine Wilson’ x ‘Oesers bigeneric hybrid’) GG 1970’s

‘Doreen Johnston’ (‘Catherine Wilson’ x ‘Oesers bigeneric hybrid’) GG 1970’s

‘Dreamtime’  (‘Catherine Wilson’ x ‘Chas Webb’) GG 1970’s

‘Dress Circle’ (‘Catherine Wilson’ x ‘Oesers bigeneric hybrid’) GG 1970’s

‘First Love’ (‘Catherine Wilson’ x ‘Oesers bigeneric hybrid’) GG 1970’s

‘Glad Lawrence’ (‘Reward’ x ‘Catherine Wilson’) GG 1970’s

‘Grace Goode’ (‘Oesers bigeneric hybrid’  x ‘Catherine Wilson’) GG 1970’s

‘Hal Ellis’ (‘Catherine Wilson’ x pyramidalis) GG 1970’s

‘High and Mighty’ (‘Catherine Wilson’ x) GG 1970’s

‘High Light’  (‘Catherine Wilson’ x vittata) GG 1970’s

‘Josie Tonkin’ (Catherine Wilson’ x Bobtail’) OF 1970’s

‘Kip’ (‘Oesers bigeneric hybrid’  x ‘Catherine Wilson’) GG 1970’s

‘Lawrence’  (‘Catherine Wilson’ x vittata) GG 1970’s

“My Pleasure’  (‘Catherine Wilson’ x vittata) GG 1970’s

‘Oh Joy’ (Catherine Wilson’ x Bobtail’) OF 1970’s

‘Opalesque’ (‘Reward’ x ‘Catherine Wilson’) GG 1970’s

‘Pink Sensation’ (‘Catherine Wilson’ x ‘Oesers bigeneric hybrid’) GG 1970’s

‘Purple Smoke’  (‘Catherine Wilson’ x vittata) GG 1970’s

‘Radiant’ (‘Catherine Wilson’ x ‘Oesers bigeneric hybrid’) GG 1970’s

‘Rainbow’ (Catherine Wilson’ x Bobtail’) OF 1970’s

‘Red Glory’ (‘Catherine Wilson’ x ‘Chas Webb’) GG 1970’s

‘Red Smoke’ (‘Catherine Wilson’ x vittata) OF 1970’s

‘Rube’ (Catherine Wilson’ x Bobtail’) GG 1970’s

‘Summer Storm’  (‘Catherine Wilson’ x self) Przetocki WA 1987 

‘Super Grace’ (‘Catherine Wilson’ x ‘Oesers bigeneric hybrid’) GG 1970’s

‘Yayee’ (Catherine Wilson’ x Bobtail’) GG 1970’s


Everything went quiet until about 2000 when in the USA we had

‘Ballerina’ (‘Catherine Wilson’ x ‘Colores’) Beadle 2006

‘Catherine Waterman’ (‘Catherine Wilson’ x ‘Muriel Waterman’) Beadle 2001

‘Mary Louise’ (Catherine Wilson’ x amoena var rubra) Sill 2006

‘Pink Blush’ (‘Catherine Wilson’ x amoena var rubra) Sill 2005

Most of these are really unknown because we do not even have photos to see where the slight differences may be. So if you do have a plant and there is no photo on record please contact us because if you cannot photograph it in flower someone else may be able to do it.

While ‘Catherine Wilson’ has been used in so many hybrids it has remained resilient and if you come across an unnamed plant that looks like ‘Catherine Wilson’ then it probably is ‘Catherine Wilson’!

